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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

P.O. BOX 2360
HONOLULU, HAWAI`I 96804

DR. CHRISTINA M. KISHIMOTO
SUPERINTENDENT      

 Date: 02/21/2020
Time: 11:00 AM
Location: 308
Committee: House Finance

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Dr. Christina M. Kishimoto, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: HB 2255, HD1  RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 
PROMISE PROGRAM.

Purpose of Bill: Expands the Hawaii community college promise program to provide 
scholarships for the unmet direct cost needs of qualified students at any 
four year University of Hawaii campus who meet certain eligibility 
criteria.  Appropriates funds for the program.  Takes effect on 7/1/2050.  
(HD1)

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) supports HB 2255, provided that its passage does 
not replace or adversely impact priorities indicated in the Department's Board of Education 
approved budget. 

The Department supports opportunities for all public school graduates to have affordable access 
to quality higher education opportunities at any University of Hawaii campus.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB 2255.

The Hawai‘i State Department of Education is committed to delivering on our promises to 
students, providing an equitable, excellent, and innovative learning environment in every school 
to engage and elevate our communities. This is achieved through targeted work around three 
impact strategies: school design, student voice, and teacher collaboration. Detailed information 
is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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Associated Students of the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear honorable chair, vice chair, and distinguished members of the committee.  
 
My name is Jungha Kim and I am a student at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa. I am writing in 
support of the expansion of the Hawai'i Promise Program. For students with a score of 0 for 
their EFC, they can still have a payment balance of over 1 grand. For students like me, that can 
take many hours per week including commuting and work time. This last-dollar tuition 
assistance can help students like me stay in school, and graduate with a 4 year diploma to show 
for it. For all of these reasons please expand the Hawai'i Promise Program to include 4 year 
institutions. 
 
Jungha Kim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















 

       

    

   

 









Jun Shin, 
Executive Committee Member 
Young Progressives Demanding Action (YPDA)  
Cell: 808-255-6663 
Email: junshinbusiness729@gmail.com 
CC: action@ypdahawaii.org 
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HB-2255-HD-1 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Leimomi Khan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Support HB2255, HD1 that would expand the Hawaii community college promise 
program to provide scholarships for the unmet direct cost needs of qualified students at 
any four-year University of Hawaii campus who meet certain eligibility criteria. Education 
is a life long tool enabling opportunities for a better life. Anything that the state can do to 
assist students, especially those economically disadvantaged is helpful. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

February 20, 2020 
 
House Committee on Finance 
Hearing: 11:00 a.m. February 21, 2020 
Hawaii State Capitol Room 308 
 
Re:  SUPPORT for HB 2255, HD1, Relating to Education 
 
Aloha Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Cullen and members of the committee: 
 
The Hawaii Community Foundation supports HB 2255, HD1 relating to education. This bill expands 
the Hawaii community college promise program to provide scholarships for the unmet direct cost 
needs of qualified students at any four-year University of Hawaii campus who meet certain eligibility 
criteria.  
 
As noted in HB 2255, HD1, higher education has gone from expensive to unaffordable for most low 
and middle-income families.  Hawaii, however, ranks third in the nation for overall college 
affordability, and the University of Hawaii community colleges are the most affordable public two-
year institutions in the nation. We support expanding the Hawaii community college Promise 
Program and providing scholarships for the unmet direct cost needs of qualified undergraduate 
students enrolled at a four-year campus of the University of Hawaii. 
 
We recognize that problems that are big and complex require people from across all sectors who 
believe in the power of collective action to work together toward shared goals. Hawaii Community 
Foundation has identified  increasing access to affordable higher education for Hawaii families as an 
imperative for the future of our state. We believe that this bill will is an important step forward and 
ask that you please advance this measure. 
 
Thank you. 
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